
CHANGE THE STEPS

TIPS FOR TEACHERS
ACTIVITY SIMPLIFICATION

CURRICULUM MODIFICATIONS:
A small change to ongoing classroom activities or materials to increase a child’s participation

Activity simplification is one of the eight types of curriculum modifications.

Simplify a complicated task by breaking it down into smaller parts or reducing  
the number of steps. 

1. Teacher opens  
 bag.

2. Child takes bread  
 out of bag.

4. Teacher closes 
 bag.

5. Teacher takes  
 toast out of toaster.

6. Child spreads   
 butter on toast.

3. Child puts  
 bread in toaster.

1WINTER 2014

NCQTL

ACTIVITY SIMPLIFICATION



NCQTL This document was prepared under Grant #90HC0002 for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Administration for Children and Families, Office of Head Start, by the National Center on Quality Teaching and Learning.

For more information, contact us at: NCQTL@UW.EDU or 877-731-0764

WINTER 2014

REDUCE THE NUMBER OF STEPS

FINISH WITH SUCCESS

1. Child opens bag. 2. Child takes bread  
 out of bag.

4. Teacher closes 
 bag.

5. Teacher takes toast  
 out of toaster.

6. Teacher spreads  
 butter on toast.

3. Teacher puts  
 bread in toaster.

1. Teacher opens bag. 2. Teacher takes bread  
 out of bag.

4. Teacher closes 
 bag.

5. Teacher takes toast  
 out of toaster.

6. Child spreads   
 butter on toast.

3. Teacher puts  
 bread in toaster.


